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REV. xiv. 13. 


And I heard a Voice from 
Heaven, ſayins unto me, 
Write, Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the Lord front 


henceforth, yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt 
Fon their Labours, 


happy Choice, ſingled out to 


18 a Part (and a very Pn and af- 


fecting Part ow are) of the Funeral 
Sthoice: How others have been, or may 


” affected by them, I will not pretend to 


y (for what Man knoweth the Things 
5 a Man; ſave Vl Spirit of 2 whirh 
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4 A Funeral Sermon on 

is in him? 1 Cor. ii. 11.) But to me they 
have, ever ſince I can remember, been the 
moſt affecting of any, in that whole Of- 
tice, or any other whatever; the Lan- 
guage of them ſeems, in Effect, the fame, 
and the Influence ſtronger (as being the 
true and immediate Sayings of God) with 


_ thoſe in the Office of Communion | Lift 


up your Hearts] and how indeed can we, 
unleſs we are vain, trifling, and roving to 
the laſt Degree, or rather perfect Abſents; 
when they are with due Seriouſneſs, and 
Compoſure pronounc'd upon ſuch folemn 
Occaſions, and with ſuch impreſſive Ob- 
jects before our Eyes, than which, none 
more fitted to affect; and whereof the wiſe 


Preacher poſitively affirms, or without a 


may be, Eccl. vii. 2. The'Licing will 
lay it to his Heart: How can we, I fay, 
but make our Reſponſes as follows | we 
lift them up unto the Lord] They even 
command Attention, and the moſt awful, 
but withal, moſt pleaſant and agreeable 
Regard ; and if we are not as the deaf 
Adder, which ſtoppeth ber Ears, and re- 
fuſeth to hear the Voice of the Charmer, 
though charming never ſo ſweetly ; we 
Muſt needs receive them as the Theſſa- 
lonians did the Goſpel in general, not 
as the Mord of Man, but what they 
| are 


Mrs. Margaret Catesby. 3 
are in Truth the Mord of God, which 
Hectualiy work alſo in ail that belieze, 
and by Manifeftation of the Truth, and 
the very Air of divine Majeſty attending 
them, commend themſelves to every Man's. 
Judgment, and Conſcience in the Sight of 
Goa. I can no more doubt whether St. Jabs 
really heard them, than whether 1 heard 
the Thunder on Thurſday Sevennight, or 
ſaw the laſt total Eclipſe ; there is not 
the leaſt Appearance of either Impoſture 
or Enthuſiaſm, and nothing but the moſk 
obſtinate Infidelity, which will not be 
learned nor underſtand, but walk on 
ſtill in Dakneſs, which will not be pers 
fewaded, though one roſe from the Dead: 
or to uſe the great Apoſile's Phraſe, ow 
evil Heart of Unbelief reſolved to des 
part from the living God, or ſay uma 
God, Depart from us, for we deſire not 
the Knowledge of thy Ways, can poſhbly 
ſtart any Doubt; but they are what the 
very Title of the Book declares, a Revela- 
tion from Heaven ; and therefore I humbly 
conceive, that I may, with good War- 
rant, uſe that ſhort Preface or Introdu- 
 &ion fo frequent with Chri/t himſelf, and 
him-that lay in his Boſom (with a very 
ſmall Addition) Rev. ii. 11. He that 
hath an Ear, let him bear what the 
ö Spirit 
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6 A Funeral Sermon #4 

Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, This 
Chapter is very remarkable, above any 
that I can recollect in the whole Bible; 
for variety of glorious Viſions and Re- 
welations from the Lord; Four ſeveral 


and diſtin Scenes of Glory open upon 


him, and none of them dumb Shews; 
or ſtent Repreſentations, as many o- 
thers, eſpecially of the Prophet Ezekiel, 
are ; but all accompanied with clear and 
articulate Voices, over. 2. And I beard 4 
Voice from Heaven, as the Voice of ma- 


ny Waters; and I heard the Voice of 


Harpers —-— and they ſung as it were 


a new Song, before the Throne. 


Again, ver. 6. I ſaw another Angel flie 
in the midſt of Heaven, having the 
everlaſting ' Goſpel ;, — ſaying with 4a 
toud Voice, Fear God, and give Glory 


10 him. —— Again, cer. 8. There ſol- 


lowed another Angel, ſaying, Babylon 
the Great is fallen, is fallen. —— 
Again, ver. 9. And the Third Angel 
followed them, ſaying with a loud Voice, 
F any Man worſhip the Beaſt, and bis 

tmage—— the ſame ſhall drink of the 
Wine of the Wrath of God. +—— Then 
follows that faithful Saying, and wor- = 
thy of all Acceptation, which has this 
Peculiar from all the reſt; o. an expreſs 
% Order 


writing, as being of ineſtimable Value, 
and the Loſs thereof to the Church, 
immenſe and irreparable: an Order much 
like that to the 5th Eoangeliſt (as the 
Prophet Iſaiah has been ſtil d by ſome) 
ch. xxx. ver. 8. Now go, loſe no Time, 
but make a preſent Entry, minute it 
down (as we would ſay) write it ber 
fore them in a Table, and note it in 4 


Book, that it may be for the Time 1@ 


come, for ever and ever; and if our ſa- 


_ ered Penman had reply'd, What ſhall I 


write ? as upon a like Occaſion the laſt 
mentioned Prophet Ja. xl. 6. The Foice 
faid, Cry ; . 
The Anſwer is to all 2who hade the An- 
fewer of a good Conſcience toward God, 
as St. Peter expreſſes it, 1 Ep. iii. 21. 
Bleſſed are the Dead which. die in the 
Lord. — 0 NN al 
Where we have to be diſtinaly, but 
vriefty, conſider d, e 
Firſt, The Mauer of Revelation 


which the Spirit of Wiſdom and Counſel | 
(as he is ſtiled, 1/a, xi.) thought fit to 


1 on, as the moſt proper for the De- 


very of this exceeding great and precious 


Promiſe or Point of Doctrine (call it 


which you pleaſe) to the ae of 


len. 


a” 
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Order to take it, and that inſtantly, in 


he ſaid, What ſhall Terys 
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Men. T. Beard a Vite from Heavov, 


ö ſaying, Write. 


_ Secondly, the Poſition, Sentence, or 
ſubjeft Matter. Bleſſed are the Dead 


which die in the Lord; where we have 
their State to be ſpoken to before, in, 


and after Death 
Thirdly, The Reaſon of this Blefſed- | 
neſs, rhey refs from their Liabours. They 


their Courſe, and fo obtained the _ 
their "gh Calling, the Salvation which 
8 in Chrift Jeſus, with everlaſting 


Forrthly, and Laſtly, (As the Time 
will admit) I ſhall ſpeak to the Occafion 
of this unwonted Dreſs or Guife we ſet 
the Church in. OY 

tf. Then, As to the Mamer of Re- 


oelation here uſed by that free Spirit, 


who diftributeth to every one ſevernt- 
9, as he wills ; it is in the compleateſt 
anner that can be conceived. I henrd 


a Poice from Heaven, ſaying ib me, Write. 
Tis not only voce! and * aiftinf?, but 
fpecinl ; nor like that libu ſpeaks of 
Fob, ch. xxxvii. 1. Ai this alfo my Heart 
#embleth, and is moved ont of his Place, 
hear attentively the Noiſe of his tice, 


and the Sound that goeth out of bir 


Mouth, 


baer fought the good Fight, and finiſh d 
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Mouth, be diretteth it under the whole 
_ Fleaten (and fo not to one Perſon, more 
than another) and his Lightning unto the 


Ends of tt Earth it appears, no more 
is there meant, than the Sound of Thunder, 
in Scripture, often termed the Voice of 


| God, as the 5th Verſe fixes the Senſe. 


God *bndrerh muroellon/ly with tis 
Vice the ſame is (doubtleſs) intended 
throughout the 29th Pſalm, - where the 
Majeſty of God's Voice is ſo eloquently ſet 


_ forth, as we learn from the 3d ter. T he 
Cod of Glory thundreth — and tis not un- 


likely the Prophet Habakkuk might mean 
the ſame h. ili. 2. O Lord, I have beard 
thy Speech, and was afraid: and more 
at large, ver. 16. When I heard, my Belly 
trembled : my Lips quiveret at the Voice; 


| Rottennaſs entered into my Bones ; and I 


rrembled in my ſelf, that I might reſt in 
the Day of Trouble: Tis very probable 


this might be written upon ſome very ter- 


rible Storm of Thunder and Lightning, or 


ind and Hail; as we find God himſelf 
_ ſpeaking, Job xxxviti. 23. Baſt thou ſeen. 


the Treaſures of Hail, which T have rt. 
ſerved againſt the Time of Tronble : for 
it can ſcarce be thought the Voice or 
Speech of God to him, as a Prophet, - 
which ſtruck him With luch a Terror and 
B N on- 
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10 A Funeral Sermon en 


Conſternation. But however, he might 


hear the dreadful. I may ſafely ſay with 
Reſpect to our inſpired Writer, what 
David, Pſal. Ixxxix. 15. Bleſſed is the 


People that know the joyful Sound ; they 


ſhall walk, O Lord, in the Light of thy 


Countenance, inthy Name ſhall they rejoyce 
ail the Day. for thou art the Glory of 
their Strength. Perhaps Elihu and Ha- 
bakkuk might truly ſay, as the former did, 
Fob xxxii. 14. Now he hath not directed 


His Words agaiuſt me, but St. Fohn,as truly 


might ſay here, not with a Senſe of Dread 
and Amazement, but Joy unſpeakable and 
kerious; Now be hath directed his 
Fords to me, ſaying, to me, Mrite and 
that makes it 2 more ſure Mord of Propbe- 
cy, not as a Wind that paſſeth away, and 
cometh not again, or as Water ſpilt up- 
on the Ground which camot be gather d 
up again; but ſuch Meaſures are taken that 
we may, at any Time, have recourſe to the 
Teſtimony, according to that true Remark 
of the Poet, Fox cmiſſa volat ; Littera 
ſcripta manet. The Voice once uttered, 
vaniſhes, and is diſpers d in the Air; but 
what is written, or (as we commonly ſay) 
what we have zn black and white, abides. 
Now as to the ſeveral Ways, or Means of 
Revelation, we have the compleateſt Ac- 
count 
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lation under the ſecond Temple. We 
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count I have yet met with, in ſo ſmall a 
Compaſs, from the Learned Dr. Ham- 
ns; in his Treatiſe of he Reaſonablenef5 
of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 26. being a 
Quotation from Fagiys sx. 
There are four Degrees of Divine Re- 
velation, 1 Nefnab, i. e. Prophecy. by 
Vifons or Images (I mean Repreſentatt- 
ons ſet before the Eyes either of the Bo- 


dy or Mind, 2 Ruach Hacadoſh the Q Ma- 


rug, or Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which was without thoſe Viſions, as in 
David, &c. 3 Urim and Thummim in the 
Pettoralor Breaſt-plate ofthe High-prief, 
called the Breaſt-plate of Judgment: 
This, ſays Foſephus, the famous Fewiſh 
Hiſtorian) ceaſed to ſhine 200 Years before 
I began to write; God being angry with 
us for the Violations of his Law. The 4th 
is Bath-Col, i. e. a Voice heard from Hea- 
ven ; and this was the laſt Way of Reve- 


Gradus Revelationis Divinæ 4. Neſuab prophetia per 
viſ:onem, & ſpectra. Ruach Hacadoſp Atiiatus Spiritvs San- 
<1, qui erat fine iſtis, ut in David, &c. Um & Thummim 
in pectorali Judicii (ſplendeſcentia pectoralis ſeu Hoſchen 
prenuntians Judzis victoriam quod ceſſavit ſplendeſcere, 
An, 200. antequam ego ſcriberem; (inquit Joſephus) cum 
Deus iraſceretur ob tranſgreſſiones legum, Vid. Suid. 
in voce Epbod.) & Bath- Col. i. e. vox clitus audita; & hc 
ultima erat ſub Templd ſecundo, c. Vid, P. Fagium in 
Fargum, Fentat. Eo 1 dt 
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12 4 Funeral Sermon on 


have three ſignal Inſtanges of it: at our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour s Baptiſm, Trausfiguration, 


and a little before his Paſſion, recorded 
by our Author, in the 12th Chapter of his 
Goſpel. And a 4th no lefs celebrated at 2 
Converfion of St. Paul: not to enlarge up- 


on thoſe of leſſer Note; when praying, he 


ch in a Trance, Acts xxii. 17. and law 
Chriſt ſay ing unto him, Make haſto, and 
get thee quickly out of Feruſalem,for I will 


fend theefar haice, untothe Gentiles. And 


that other at Corinth, ch. xviii. 10. Then 


{pakethe Lord to Paul by Night--What the 


other Apoſtles might have of this kind it 
doth not appear from holy Writ, except. 
that of Peter, Acts x. about Cornelis, ver. 
1.3. and there cams a Voice to: him (but 
tis not ſaid from Heaven) ſaying, Ariſe, 
Peter, Rill and eat : though tis highly 
probable it did as 25 Sheet: is ſaid to do, 
in which the living Creatures were, Laſt- 
ly, as to St. 70h, Who out-liv'd all the 
other Apoſtles many Years ; no Wonder 
he was honour d with this familiar Way 
of Revelation, who was the beloved Dif- 
ciple, and had lain ſo long in the Boſom of 
the Son of God; the Inſtances are many in 
this Book; but none, in my Mind, ſo affect- 
ing as this, which is followed with, and 
inforc'd by a moſt glorious Viſion of the 


Laſt 


; 
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laſt Fudpment : from which we may beſt 


_ underſtand how Bleffed they are who die 


in the Lord, when he ſhall appear the fe- 
cond Time without Sin unto Salvation, 
aud come to be admired in his Saints, and 
magnified in all them that believe. I do 
not remember any noted Revelation after 
St. Johns Time of this kind: That to the 
Emperor Conftantine the Great, was very 


_ conliderable, and well atteſted ; but with. 


out any: audible Voice, though all Hiſto- 


rians agree, and the Emperor (Euſebius 


aſſures us) related it more than once to 
him; that He and moſt of his Army, if 
not all, ſaw the Croſs, and this Sentence 
in Greek Characters | iv!s/ ries | in, or 
rather by. this thou ſhalt conquer, in the 


Sky, in open Day. That at St. Auſtin's 


Converſion comes the ' neareſt of any au- 


thentick Account fince ; tho*' he could not 


be poſitive thoſe Words Tolle lege, Take 
up and read, came from Heaven, but he 
was fare he heard them; for he eonſider- 
ed with himſelf, whether it might not 
pothbly come from ſome adjoyning 
Ground, or Yard to the Garden, where 
ne was. As to the Stories of this kind in 
the Popiſh Legends, they are both innume- 
rable and inconfiderable, for what is the 
Chaf to the Wheat, faith the Lord ; and 


ſeem 


14 4 Funeral Sermon 
ſeem to have been invented by the Father. 
| of Lies, to bring the lively Oracles (and 
Ki this is ſuch, if ever there was ſuch ſince 
$i the Creation) into Suſpicion, if not Con- 
| 
| 


1 tempt ; as if they were all alike ; meer. 
19 Dreams, idle Tales, or ftrong Deluſwns ; 
Fi But wwe know whom we have believed, and 


[| that be was not mad (as Unbelief is ever 
apt to ſuggeſt ; Hoſ. ix. 7, The Prophet. 
1 is a Hol, the ſpiritual Man is mad) but 
11 as the Apoſtle Paul replies to the ſame 
J Charge, Acts xxvi Speaks forth the 
5 Words of Truth and Soberneſs, and could 
1 not but ſpeak (for the Love and Spirit of 
- Chriſt conſtrained him) the Things which 
| he had ſeen and heard; and Oh!] that we 
could with good Warrant apply to our 
# ſelves, that 1 Or. xv. 11. S wwe preach, 
1 and fo ye believe, viz. That Bleſſed are 
f the Dead which die in the Ford, from 
| henceforth ; Tea, ſaith the Spirit, and to 
all Eternity. I will not take upon me to 
| determine whether. any Fhing ſ{peczal is 
J intended by thoſe Words | from hence- 
4 forth] as implying, that ſince Chriſt bag 
. ſuffered for Sin, the Fuft for the Injuſt, 
b and has entred into his Glory, the Cale is 
alter d for the better, with Reſpe& to the 
ſeparate Souls of Believers ; that Conclus- 
{ton of the 11th to the Hebrem may ſeem. 
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to intimate ſome ſuch Matter. Theſe all 


(of whom the World was not worthy) Ha- 
eng obtained, a good Report through 
Faith, received not the Promiſe , God ha- 
ving provided, or (as you have it in the 
Margin foreſeen) ſome better T hing for us, 
that they without us ſhould not be made 
perfect: To which Senſe ſome would 
turn that of St. Peter, Acts it. 34. For 
David #s not aſcended into the Heavens, 
any more in Soul than Body: and St. Am- 


broſe and St. Auſtin, the Compoſers of that 
excellent Hymn, called Te Deum, may be 


thought of the ſame Opinion; from that 
Clauſe. [When thou badſt overcome the 
Sharpneſs of Death, thou didſi open the 
Kingdom of Heacen to all Believers | im- 
vlying that it was ſour before; in Purſu- 
ance of which Notion, ſome have devis d 


a Place of Reſt (but not perfect Bliſs) 


= caill'd Limbus Patrum, where thoſe who 


ied in Faith, ſnould wait for the Mani- 
feftation of the Son of God. But to pro- 
ceed ſo far, is to be wiſe above that which 
is written, and to intrude into thoſe 
Things which we have not ſeen, nor are 


admitted to fee; and may. juſtly be 
thought to give too much Countenance f0 


the Popiſh Fiction of Purgatory. ; ſince 


the one is no more to be found than the 


. other 
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other in the Scripture -Coſmography. 
Wherefore to go on 'to what concerns 
ns more, and ten 0 to far greater Edifica- 
tion: Let us conſider what is meant by 
dying in the Lord, which, doubtleſs is the 
ſame as in 4 State of Grace, or what we 
juſt quoted [ theſe all died in Faith} the 
ſame Word is uſed by St. Paul, where 
he forbids their being unciually yoked 
with Unbelicters (as a Sin and a Snare) 
1 Chr. vii. 39. She is at liberty to marry 
only in the Lord, i. e. to none but a Be- 
liever, and the ſame Way of Speaking, 
though not the very ſame Word we have 
Rom. xvi. 7. M ho were in Chrift before me, 
and 2 Cr. v. 17. If any Man be in Chriſt, 
be is a new Creature; and I hope no one 
will doubt an 2appey Creature ; when 
he who thus anſwered the Higb-Prieſts 
Queſtion, Mark xiv. 61. Art thou the 
2 the Son of the Bleſſed? and Feſus 
ſaid, Tam : and whom the Father ſent 20 
bleſs us, Acts iii. 26. in turning away 
every one of us from bis Iniquities ; has 
pronounc'd them ſuch (as it is his uncon- 
teſtable Prerogative to command the Bleſ- 
ing and Life for wer more) Mat. xiii. 16. 
Bleſſed are your Eyes, for they ſee, and 
your Ears, for they bear : and his Word 
abideth for ever, as a faithful Witneſs 
1 e in 


* \ 


Mr. M arg 
in Heaven, and all the Promiſes (and by 
Parity of. Reaſon, Bleſſings) of Cod in 
Chriſt, are yea, and in him, Amen, 10 
tence upon their firſt being receic ed into 


- N 


exerluſting Habitations, be not ſufficient to 


compleat it; Meli done gad and faithful 


Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy 


Lor 4, + e. the ver y* Bleſſedneſs of the 
Deity, as Chriſtians ar e ſaid, 2 Per. i. 4. 
To be Partakers of the Divine, or rather 
a Dioine or God- li Nature; there can 
be no Doubt, but rh final Sentence will 
be; Cume ye Bleſſed of my Father, receive 
the Kingdom prepared for you, from the 
Foundation of the World, The beatifick 
Viſion, i. e. the Sight which maketh Bleſ- 
ſed, all Disines agree, is alone effectual 
to chis Purpoſe; then ſure the Acceſſion 
of all the other bleſſed and glorious Ob- 
jects and Company will leave no room for 
that eee Gal. iv. 15. Where is then 
the Bleſſeaneſs ye ſpake of ? That ſeems 
exceeding abundant, above all that we 
can either ask or think. Jer. xxxii. 41s 
Zea, I will rejoyce over them to do them 


Food, and I will plant them in this Land 


(underſtanding it as that muſt be ultimate 
ly intended) of the Heavenly Canaan, 
the true Land of Promiſe aſſurediy; in the 


Margin, "tis in Truth os Stability, with 
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my whole Heart, and with my whole Soul. 
And then, as the Believer cannot but ſay, 
Phil. iv. 18. I have all, and abound; I 
am full; nay, as David, Pſal. xxiii. 5. 


"= 7 
— 2 . 


1 My Cup rumeth over, and I will dwell 

1 1 in the Houſe of the Lord for ever + So the 

1 envious One, Satan, and all his curſed 
It Crew, who repine at their Blifs and Glo- 
1 ry, ſhall be fore d to confeſs as Balaam, 


their Brother in Iniquity, did - Numb. 
11 xxili. 20. He hath bleſſed, and I cannot | 
1 reverſe it: which brings me to the. FÞ 
Be Third and laft Head, viz. One main | 
1 Cauſe or Ground of this celeſtial Bleſſed- 
5 neſs-=» T hat they may reſt from their La- 
boirs for then, and not before, that bleſ- 
ſed Sentence takes Place in Perfection; 
|| 1a. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, 
5 faith your God: Speak ye comfortably to 
| | Jeruſalem, and cry unto her; That her 
i Warfare is accompliſhed, that ber Iniqui- 
3:6 ty is pardoned ; for ſhe hath received of 
. the Lord's Hand double for all her Sins. 
That is indeed a dark and difficult Expreſ- 
ſion, which they that are unlearned, and 
unſtable, anda much more they whoſe 
Minds are affected or malignant, may 
wreit to the Difſhomour of God, and their 
own Deceioing and Deſtruction. No 
Doubt that can never be the Meaning that 
the righteous and gracious God had in- 
| flicted 
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flicted as much again as they deſery'd ; 


br ſhall not the Fudge of all the World 
A Right ; doubtleſs he: will not lay up- 
on Man more than right, that he ſhould 


enter into Fudgment with God (ſays Hli- 
hu) Job xxxiv. 23. f. e. make | juſt Ex- 


ceptions againſt his Proceedings; there- 
fore it muſt be double to, what they expect- 


ed or reckoned upon, or to what the falſe 
Prophets foretold would befal them, as 
Jer. xxili. 16, 17. But whatever the true 


Senſe may be, we may ſafely, for our pre- 


ſent Purpoſe, thus vary it; for {be hath 


received, at the Lord's Hands, double to 


all her Hopes and Views, or moſt rais'd 


Enxpeflations; as God the Father ſays 
to Chriſt, Iſa. xlix. 6. It is alight Thing 
Y hat thou. ſhouldfſt be my-Seroant 170 raiſe 


up the Tribes of Jacob; ſo I may truly 
ſay here, tis a light Thing to ſuppoſe 
only a Ceſſation of all penal and affiative, 
as well as defiling Evils : T hou ſhalt ſee 
greater Things than theſe. A negative 
Happineſs were but a poor Atchievement, 
and would but ſorrily anſwer that Que- 
ſtion, Eſth. vi. 6. What ſhall be done unto 
he Man whom the King delighteth to Bo- 
our Wherefore we muſt take theſe 
Words [that they may reſt from their 
Labour] in the ſame Senſe and Extent 
with thoſe of the Apoſtle Paul, Heb.iv. g. 
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that the Happineſs and Glory of Heaven 
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There remaineth therefore 4 Reſt 1 


the People of God. Where by Reft (as 


one who had happily ſtudied it, has given 


the Definition) is to be underſtood, not 


nx a Releaſe 'or Exemption from all 
preſent Grieyances, ſuch as thoſe reckon d 
up, Rev. vii. 16. They ſhall hunger 10 
more, nor thirſt any more, nor ſhall the 
Sun light on them, nor any Heat, and that 
blacker Lift, ch. xxi. 4. and Gor fall 
wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, 
and there ſhall be no more Death, neither 
Sorrow, ner Grying, neither ſball there bt 
any more Pain, for the former T hings are 
paſſed away : Reft, I ſay, is not the bare 
Removal of theſe and the like. Preſſures, 
and uneaſy Circumſtances ; for that would 
be but the Reſt of a Some, or a Man in a 


Sworn or Ty ance, when he has no Uſe of 


his Senſes inward or outward ; but 7s 
the complacential or moft W Ex- 
erciſe of all our Powers and Faculties 
upon their moſt per fett and ſatisfying Ob- 


fette, with a full Aſſurance that it ſhall 


never be worſe with us, if not ſtill better; 
and to ſpeak according to our preſent Ap- 


prehenſions, that ro Morrow fhall be as | 
this Day, and the next Day as that, and 


much more abundant, For this (with 
good Reaſon) is the Notion of many, 


are 
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s are ever in the Icreaſe (moſt certainly 
8 never in the Mane) as God (being unquer 
n ſtionably) Hrfanite, is able to make all 
t Grace amd Glory abound to us, and do 
[ exceeeding abundantly above all that 
d doe Mo, or tan ask or think; according to 
0 his Power that worketh in us mightily ; 
2 and ſo we may underſtand that Gradation 
t of the Apoſtle, 2 Cop. iii. 18. Nat ane all 
Leith open Face to be continued t all 
5 Bann... 005257 Yin T6 ay 
And now in the laſt Place, toſay ſome- 
thing in Proportion to my Knowledge, 
and Capacity of my other Subject (beſides 
my Text) the worthy Lady, who de- 
parted this Life 7he 1 27H, and was inter- 
red here the 19th Iuſtant That (you are 
all ſenſible) was no Time for a Funeral 
Diſeourſe; but as I gave Notice that I 
would make one, for the Future (with 
God's Help) for every adult Perfon, in 
1g, and the adjoyning Pariſb; tar be it 
that I ſhould fail as to my Promile, after 
the Interment of one, who on ſo many 
Accounts deferves it at my Hands, I ge- 
nerally omit this Part, knowing that the 
End of ſuch Diſcourſes is the Inftruttion, 
and Excitation of the Living; whoſe - 
Hyo is apt to affect their Hearts, when 
they have ſuch vitible memento mors's, of 
Warnings, to prepare for their Change; 
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zecauſe moſt ewe ,]: not well what to ſay 
of ; and if there be ſome good Thing, as tis 
faid of Feroboam's Son, 1-Kings xiv. 13. 


Drawbacks, that it appears moſt adviſe- 


able to leave that untouch'd ; but I can ſafe- 


ly ſay, as Fob in another Caſe, I ig not fa 
with us, for I know not one Drawback 
or Set-, as to Mrs. Catesby, deceaſed, 
I can truly ſay of Her more than ever I 
could of any Perſon in the World: That 
I have been well acquainted with her a- 
bout 33 Years, liv'd inthe Houſe with her 
(at Times) about four Months; and in 
the Neighbourhood 28 Years, in which 
I often viſited, and ſpent many Hours with 
her; and cannot charge my Memory with 
any one. Thing the ſaid or did, that 1 
could think blameable ; nor did I ever hear, 
that I can remember, any one ſay one Syl- 
lable of ill of her. Never, I believe, were 
88 Wars ſpent ſo inofenſtoely (for I don't 
know that ever ſhe had any Quarrel, or 
Claſh) ſince God created Man upon the 
Earth. That Bleſſing, and Honour, Job v. 
26. were undeniably confer'd upon her 
by the Ancient of Days, who inbabiteth 
Eternity, and we ought in Charity, and 
even ſuſtice, to think according to, and in 


Fulfilment of thoſe Promiſes, Pſal. xxxiv. 


T2, 13. and 1 Per. iii. 10. and let me add 


Mrs. Margaret Catesby; 23 
both as a natural Cunſenuence, and with 


al, a ſpecial Rem 


perance (for I believe. a more ſober and 


rd of her grem Tem. 


temperate Perſon there lives not on Earth) 


and the ſame Remark, I am credibly in- 
form'd, was made by : the; Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales, who very lately viſi- 
ted her on Account of her great Age, and 
regular May of Living. Next as to her Hu- 
 mility, (the grand Ornament, of our um 
voly Prof fon) wherewith we are requi- 
red, 1 Pet. v. 5. to be cloatbed.Iſolemaly, _ 
profeſs, I huet none like) minded. I ne- 

ver could perceive the leaſt Site of Pride 
in ber, tho ſhe had ſo many Teniprations 
to it, being born of a weib Fam 
hy, that haye been Jong Knights Baronets, 
her Brother and he. Nephew Members of 
Parliament, marry d to one of .@'very. u. 
cient Family, with which, ſumechundred 
Years ſince, very fe in the Nation could 


> 


compare for Wealth and Grandeur: The 


Mother of a Counteſs, and a Lad) little 
inferior to one; yet as familiar, obliging. 
and lowly as any Farmer's Wits. 1, Was 
even aſtontſh'd, but withal, highty, pleas d. 
to ſee one fit at Table with her (as if they 
were upon the Level) who was a conſi- 
derable Time, my Servant, and little (if 
at all) advanc'd\.by marrying ; and then 
a Widow, as her ſelf. And as to ber 
I : Temper ; 
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ly d wich MET beter ls her in the | how. 


: tone and let us be Fullauers of her as, I 4 


diſoompos d with Paſſion; but once, — 
Gi fooliſh- os" NOW moms os the aug 
W. the © 2. n Nen b 

ane 6 fare Oe ug God,, 1 never wh che Ho- 4 
nour to be her Paſtor or Ci, aig ; ; and fo.no I 
proper Call to enter into rhole' Natters: Buer 
Aren Gy: T never knew her mifs Chureh| 7 
or Fumi lv wonſbip (which I conſtatitl vpe "= 
ed twice a Day, be! a wee her Hqule) 3 
Os dane Dus 3 


on the n Nane Mk 
excelent Landlady, and I a moſt worthy N= 
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